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No Fireworks In Port St. John This Year
After months of trying to get a permit from 

Parks and Recreation and hundreds of hours 
spent by members of the Port St. John Com-
munity Foundation and members of the north 
area Parks offi  ce  to do our Independence Day 
celebration and fi reworks show, we have been 
run out of time by the continuous addition of 
requirements from the Director of Parks and 
Recreation.

The event was cancelled at Fay Lake Wilder-
ness Park for the safety of HART, a horse farm 
just north, but close enough for the horses to be 
stressed by the noise and fl ashing of fi reworks.

Since then we have met with offi  cials from 
Fire Safety and Parks staff  to meet all safety 
criteria for Space Coast Communities Sports 
Complex. Every time we gather the informa-
tion needed for the SCCSC venue, new requests 
were added. 

The latest from Risk Management/County 
Attorney offi  ce included a requirement for an 
additional insurance policy among a list of oth-
er new requirements. That’s the kiss of death 

today on June 23rd. It takes two days to get a 
special event policy. That’s Friday. No permit 
until Monday. We started this in February. At 
this point we’ve lost our fi reworks company for 
lack of a permit in hand.

I apologize on behalf of the Port St. John 
Community Foundation and all the members 
and volunteers who work to bring this show to 
our community. It wasn’t for lack of trying. We 
hope to be back next year.   - Randy Rodriguez

Where to watch fi reworks:
Port Canaveral, The Cove 
Glen Cheek Dr., Cape Canaveral
When: July 2 @ 9 pm 
Tell me More: Fireworks over the Harbor
Cocoa Beach, Sidney Fischer Park
2200 N Atlantic Ave, Cocoa Beach
When: July 3 @ 9 pm 
Cocoa Village, Cocoa Riverfront Park
401 Riveredge Blvd., Cocoa
When:  July 4 @ 9:15 pm
4th of July BBQ & Symphony Under the Stars
Titusville, Chain Of Lakes Park
2300 Truman Scarborough Way, Titusville
When: July 4 @ 7-10 pm
Red White and Boom over North Brevard
Viera, USSSA Space Coast Complex
6091 Stadium Pkwy., Melbourne
When:  July 4 @ 9 pm
The Great American Celebration Fireworks
Downtown Melbourne, Front Street Park
2205 Front St., Melbourne
When: July 4 @ 9 pm 



Randy Rodriguez  -  Realtor
Cell: 321-863-7499

Offi  ce: 321-799-0221

4 Bedroom/2 Bath 2-Car Garage  $260,000
This is a HOME, not just a house! Beautiful custom pool with hot tub is 

ready to make summer wonderful! Country kitchen has lots of countertop 
and storage, including pantry. New paint outside. Range and microwave 
new in 2019. Sprinkler system is on a well and pump. Yard has several 
fruit trees, a Hawaiin Lei tree, an orchid tree, several pineapple plants, 
jasmine, avocado tree, more! New pool pump timer. Roof done in 2015.

SO
LD

1 Day

3 Bedroom/2 Bath w/Loft  $295,000
Your dream home is here. One of a kind custom-built with front 

and rear upstairs balconies, stone fi replace in vaulted great room, 
huge kitchen with island, lots of cabinets and pantry, spiral stairs to 
the upstairs bedrooms, formal dining room with built-ins, 6 sets of 
French doors, 28’ screened porch, privacy fence, sprinkler system, 
leaf gutter system. New AC in 2020. Downstairs bed and bathroom 
would make great mother-in-law quarters. Landscaping is lush and 
beautiful. 2-car garage.

Domino’s Makes A Diff erence
Space Coast Vipers thanks Domino’s for not 

one, but two $1,000.00 scholarships for Space 
Coast High School graduating students to help 
their college journey. 

Dave Brown, the store manager, came to our 
school with an idea, wanting to do something 
that would truly make a diff erence in a student’s 
life. The idea became a scholarship. Students who 
applied had to write an essay on a time in their 
life where they had to persevere. All the essays 
were submitted to choose a winner.

Dave originally was able to budget only 
enough for one scholarship. After reading all of 
the essays our seniors submitted, he was over-
whelmed with the decision on who to choose. He 
called the school and said, “I just can’t decide 
between two of the students.” 

Dave made some calls and made the second 
scholarship possible. 

Space Coast Vipers are so proud of our recipi-
ents of the Domino’s scholarship, Chloe Weir and 
Daniel Calvacca. 

Thank you again to Dave and the Port St. John 
Domino’s Team that made this possible.  

Chloe Weir

Daniel Calvacca

Chloe has been accepted to Eastern Florida 
State College and meantime, she works at Dogs 
‘R Us in Port St. John. 

Daniel is involved in the community working 
at the Port St. John Community Center.

Ms. Weeks loves you both! 



LISA’S
BARBER SHOP

OPEN

•••
Located in the strip 

center north of Bank of 
America on West Ave.

636-5837
Tuesday - Friday 9:00-5:00 PM
Saturday 9:00-1:00 PM
Closed Sunday & Monday

302-3311

The Lawn Ranger

Scott 
Green

Residential Lots to 10 Acres
One-Time Cuts

Commercial Lots
NO PROBLEM

Quality Work Isn’t Expensive - It’s Priceless
• Air Conditioning & Heating • Sales • 

• Service • Cleaning • Installation •
• Dryer Vent Cleaning •

Now Doing Duct Cleaning
& Blown Insulation In Attic!

321-631-6424
John Sabo has served the North 

Brevard Area for 25+ years

Air Conditioning & Heating

Cooling & Heating Products

Ask About Our 
Monthly Specials

& Air Quality 
Products

$29.00
SERVICE CALL

1st Time Customers 
Port St. John Only

Lic. CAC1814911

PSJ RESIDENT
MVR# MV-01860

1418 S. Hopkins Ave.
Titusville

321-268-0200321-268-0200

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1981

CERTIFIED
Shuttle Service 

Available
10% OFF LABOR

with this coupon

Sweeney’sSweeney’s
Auto Repair

Quality Repair You Can Depend On!

Port St. John Customers 
Receive a 
$50 Beef 

O’Brady’s Gift 
Card 

with new install

The center is open Mondays–Thursdays from 10 AM to 7 PM, Fridays from 9 AM to 6 PM, Saturdays 
10 AM-2 PM Schedule is subject to change. For latest information or to register, call 633-1904.

PSJ Community Center Schedule - July, 2021

About Zumba Classes With Jackie - A total 
workout, combining all elements of fi tness - car-
dio, muscle conditioning, balance and fl exibility, 
boosted energy and a serious dose of awesome 
each time you leave class.
Details about my class - We social distance with 
fl air! * Bring your water bottle* Bring your 
towel* Bring a buddy* Only $5 for an hour of 
fun while you work out and torch the calories!  
~ Jackie Lewis
Family Cooking Classes with Chef Kelly:
Must Pre-Register, call 321-633-1904. July 17th, 

Mondays
Summer Camp 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Zumba (adult class with Jackie), 5:30 – 6 :30 p.m.
5TH - Closed for July 4th Holiday
Tuesdays
Summer Camp 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesdays
Summer Camp 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Thursdays
Summer Camp 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Fridays
Summer Camp 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturdays
Outside Basketball, 10 a.m - 2 p.m.
Game Room/Computer, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
17th - Family Fun Baking-12 - 1:30 pm. Home-
made Chocolate Sandwich Cookies. Must Pre-
Register.
31st - A Child’s Summer Tea-11:30 am-1:30 pm. 
Blueberry Scone Tea Sandwiches, strawberry 
lemonade, chocolate dipped berries. Must Pre-
Register.

12-1:30 pm---Family Fun Baking-(Homemade 
Chocolate Sandwich Cookies). $15.00 per child, 
accompanying adult is free.
July 31st  from 11:30pm-1:30pm --- A child’s 
Summer Tea (blueberry scone tea sandwiches, 
strawberry lemonade, chocolate dipped berries). 
$18.00 per child, accompanying adult is free. 
Favorite stuff ed animals welcome to join us.

PSJ Housewives Softball League 

The Port St. John Housewives Softball 
League season starts in July and continues 
through mid-October. Games are on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights at Fay Park. There is no 
admission fee to watch games.

We are still accepting applications for 
sponsors and experienced umpires. 

For more information, call: Shannon Free-
land, President, at 321-543-5175; Kim Myrick , 
Vice-President, at 321-536-1372; Angie Burris, 
Treasurer, at 321-480-1052; or Joan Sottoriva, 
Secretary, at 321-537-9605. 

You can also fi nd us on Facebook www.face-
book.com/PSJHSL.



Good Day! by Maureen Rupe
Forever Chemicals Contaminating Us

I have seen a lot of reports concerning Forever 
Chemicals. There have been 16 stories since 2018 
talked about in Florida Today. 

It’s not limited to Florida. Forever Chemicals 
are everywhere. In the March 2021 special report 
in Consumer Reports (CR) titled, “How Safe Is 
Our Drinking Water?,” CR, partnered with the 
US Guardian News organization, had 120 people 
around the U.S. collect water samples from their 
drinking water to test for arsenic, lead, PFAS 
(per- and polyfl uoroalkyl substances), and other 
contaminants. The water systems sampled go to 
more than 19 million people. 118 of the 120 loca-
tions had higher levels of PFAS or arsenic above 
the Consumer Reports recommended limits of 
those chemicals or lead. 

CR’s tests revealed about 8 percent of samples 
had arsenic levels above CR’s recommended 
maximum for drinking water and almost ev-
ery sample had measurable amounts of lead, 
which is considered unsafe at any level. The 
CR story stated, “In response to the report by 
Consumer Reports, Environmental Protection 

Agency spokesperson Andrea Drinkard says 
that 93 percent of the population supplied by 
community water systems gets water that meets 
“all health-based standards all of the time” and 
that the agency has set standards for more than 
90 contaminants. That includes arsenic and lead 
but does not include PFAS.”

In another story from June 10, 2021 in the 
Wisconsin State Journal, health offi  cials were 
warning anglers to limit consumption of fi sh 
from all but two of Madison’s lakes after new 
test results revealed high levels of toxic “forever 
chemicals,” known as PFAS. In the Wisconsin 
State Journal story, it stated, “Nathan Kloczko, 
site evaluation program coordinator for the De-
partment of Health Services, said people who’ve 
been eating fi sh from the lakes may want to talk to 
their doctors about individual health concerns.” 

This is defi nitely not just a United States issue, 
as I also saw an article on a German website, DW 
Akademia, a June 11, 2021 story titled, “Tefl on 
and 'Forever chemicals:' The hidden toxins in 
your body,” state “Some 98% of US Americans 
have PFAS in their blood. 

Studies from India, Indonesia and the Philip-

pines found the toxic substances in nearly all 
breastmilk samples tested. Every child in Ger-
many has forever chemicals inside them and 
in a fi fth of those cases, concentrations exceed 
critical levels.” 

NPR, an independent, nonprofi t media or-
ganization, in an April 22, 2019 story titled, 
“Scientists Dig Into Hard Questions About The 
Fluorinated Pollutants Known As PFAS,” states, 
“Per- and polyfl uoroalkyl substances are gener-
ally referred to by their plural acronym, PFAS. 
PFAS are resistant to water, oil and heat, and their 
use has expanded rapidly since they were devel-
oped by companies in the mid-20th century.” 

The PFAS have nonstick qualities which 
allow them to be used to make products such 
as food wrappers, umbrellas, tents, carpets and 
fi refi ghting foam. They allow us to manufacture 
insulation in wiring, plastic and rubber. They are 
everywhere. Since they are all around us and so 
stable they don’t break down easily, that’s why 
they are known as “forever chemicals?” 

They have found their way into the soil and 
into our drinking water. According to the NPR 
story, “We're fi nding them contaminating many 
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“With Freedom
Comes Choices.
Make the Right One...”

www.FreedomAirHeat.com Port St. John: 321-631-6886
We Service and Repair All Makes and Models

Emergency Service From the Kings of Cool
Call us When You Need Us, Day or Night... It’s That Easy!Call us When You Need Us, Day or Night... It’s That Easy!

Ask about our 
60 month 

0% financing

Super Tune Up Special
or Service Call Special 

$55.00

Must present coupon. 
Expires 7-31-2021. Not valid with 

any other off er or discount.
hap-FreedomAir&Heat

Get a $100 
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Get $50
VISA Gift 

Card!
with a New 

Water Heater
With purchase of any new 

system. Not valid with any other 
off ers. Expires 7-31-2021

New Plumbing Services
Water Heaters * Toilets
Remodels & Upgrades
Sewers & Clog Services
Garbage Disposals

rivers, many lakes, many drinking water sup-
plies," says Linda Birnbaum, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
and the National Toxicology Program. "And 
we're fi nding them not only in the environment, 
but we're fi nding them in people." 

Unfortunately, no one seems to know much 
about the health eff ects of most types of PFAS.

Consumer Report did state the following: 
“Investigation into the health eff ects of PFAS 
exposure is ongoing, but some of the strongest 
evidence about their potential risks comes from 
research of about 69,000 people in and around 
Parkersburg, WV. The research—part of a settle-
ment between DuPont, which makes some PFAS, 
and residents of the community—was depicted in 
the 2019 movie “Dark Waters.” It found a “prob-
able link between exposure to a type of PFAS and 

six health problems: high cholesterol, ulcerative 
colitis, thyroid disease, pregnancy-induced hy-
pertension, and testicular and kidney cancer,”

Consumer Reports is trying to do more. 
They have partnered with the Natural Resources 
Defense Council and Environmental Working 
Group in asking the Biden Administration to 
protect our health, and set tap water standards for 
forever chemicals. Please go to the link https://
action.consumerreports.org/petition_20210331_
pfas?INTKEY=BIA14EP001.

EPA is saying they hope to have a standard 
for forever chemicals soon. In April of this year, 
Representatives Debbie Dingell (D-MI) and Fred 
Upton (R-MI) and 25 other members of the US 
House of Representatives submitted "PFAS Ac-
tion Act of 2021," H.R. 2467. This bill requires 
a limit on per- and polyfl uoroalkyl substances 

(PFAS). This bill is almost identical to a bill, 
H.R. 535, the House passed last year, but stalled 
in the Senate. 

The University of Florida is planning on 
releasing what they have found out so far on a 
3-year study on PFAS in Brevard County. They 
have collected water samples from Titusville, 
Rockledge, Merritt Island, Melbourne and Satel-
lite Beach. I just hope it’s not as bad as I expect.

Reference:
https://www.consumerreports.org/wa-

ter-quality/how-safe-is-our-drinking-water-
a0101771201/ 
Marine Resource Council: Indian River La-
goon Report

The Marine Resource Council published their 
3rd Indian River Lagoon Report on June 3, 2021.



Good Day!, cont.
 The report was better than last year, but the report card was still not good. 

Overall the Lagoon got a F+. For a score of 0 – 100, the Lagoon received a score of 
58. The following is from the Marine Rource Council website: http://savetheirl.org. 

Lagoon Region:…………………………F+
Mosquito Lagoon North…………………B
Mosquito Lagoon Central………………..D
Mosquito Lagoon South…………………C-
Banana River Lagoon……………………F
North Indian River Lagoon………………F
Central Indian River Lagoon-North……...F
Central Indian River Lagoon-South……...C
South Indian River Lagoon-North………..D
South Indian River Lagoon-Central………F
South Indian River Lagoon-South………..D
Legend:
A: 90-100..Very Good
B: 80-89….Good
C: 70-79….Average
D: 60-69….Poor
F: 0-59…...Very Poor.

The South Indian River Lagoon is composed of Indian River 
County and Martin County.

The 2020 Report Card includes:
- 137,202 agency data including 25 years of seagrass and 23 

years of water quality data.
- 10 lagoon regions and 12 tributaries covering from Ponce 

Inlet to Jupiter Inlet.
-  Scored and color-coded tables and maps to easily see changes 

over time and space.
The Indian River Lagoon Health Report Card represents the 

successful outcome of a public-private partnership between MRC 
and Applied Ecology Inc., (AEI), who have worked closely since 
2015 to create an understandable translation of water quality and 
seagrass data. The report has successfully been used to guide 
scientifi c investigation, raise awareness, inspire advocacy and 
inform policy-makers.

Please go to the Marine Resource Council website and see 
the complete report. It does show us that since the Indian River 
Lagoon has taken a very long time to get to the state that it is, it’s 
going to take a very long time to get out of this situation. I hope 
this does eventually show the Brevard County and Cities Leader-
ship within the county, they have to do better and we cannot just 
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Why choose Liberty Title 
for your next closing, 

and for ALL 
your title service needs? 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED; FULL SER-
VICE TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY! 

INTEGRITY... IT’S NOT JUST A WORD TO US. 
HONESTY REALLY IS THE BEST POLICY! 

BRANCHES... ORANGE, LAKE & BREVARD 
COUNTY OPERATIONS WITH STAFF TO 
TRAVEL TO OTHER LOCATIONS WHEN 
NEEDED! 

EXPERIENCED STAFF DEDICATED TO HAN-
DLING ALL OF YOUR TITLE INSURANCE 
NEEDS! 

RELIABILITY... WE’VE BEEN HERE SINCE 
1993 AND WE ARE HERE TO STAY! 

TRUST... BUILDING YOUR CONFIDENCE IN 
US IS WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT! 

YOU ARE APPRECIATED AS A CLIENT AT 
LIBERTY TITLE! 

720 West Ave., Port St. John, FL 32927 
Phone-321.638.8818 

Fax-321.638.8819 
portstjohn@libtitleco.com

Computer
Repairs

Phone: 795-3228

Free Pick-up and Delivery
In Port St. John & Canaveral Groves Areas

Professionally designed, data-driven 
websites and applications. 

E-commerce

WAR TECHNOLOGIES
Repairs * Upgrades

Networking On Site Work Available

Farmer
Painting

(321) 264-9736

Specializing in 
Interior & Exterior

Repainting, Pressure Cleaning
Texture and Coating Repair

Visit us at: www.Farmerpainting.org

“Continuing the quality
tradition of Hewey Farmer”

Fax: 269-5385

5455 North U.S. - 1  - Cocoa
in the “GlobeNet Center”

638-1373

Family Owned

We offer dignified funeral, cremation 
and memorial options at prices that 
invite comparison.
Ask about our complete “Veterans Tribute” 
funeral and burial package for only $1,776.

HAVE A SAFE
AND ENJOYABLE
INDEPENDENCE DAY!

www.funeralsolutions.net

Funeral
    S O L U T I O N S

keep up with the amount of development they 
are allowing within the county/cities.

Reference:
https://savetheirl.org/irl-health-update/irl-

report-card/ 
Rights of Nature

What is the Rights of Nature? According to 
therightsofnature.org, “Rights of Nature is the 
recognition and honoring that Nature has rights. It 
is the recognition that our ecosystems – including 
trees, oceans, animals, mountains – have rights 
just as human beings have rights. Rights of Na-
ture is about balancing what is good for human 
beings against what is good for other species, 
what is good for the planet as a world. It is the 
holistic recognition that all life, all ecosystems 
on our planet are deeply intertwined. Rather than 
treating nature as property under the law, rights 
of nature acknowledges that nature in all its life 
forms has the right to exist, persist, maintain and 
regenerate its vital cycles. And we – the people 
– have the legal authority and responsibility to 
enforce these rights on behalf of ecosystems. 
The ecosystem itself can be named as the injured 
party, with its own legal standing rights, in cases 
alleging rights violations. 

We all know this is needed for the very 
existence of our species. We are living with a 
continual destruction that will prove to be the 
biggest threat the world has faced. 

I fi rst became aware of this concept about 
7 years ago, but only actually heard of it be-
ing taken forward to ballot recently in Orange 
County. Orange County, Florida, has become 
the largest municipality in the United States to 
adopt a ‘rights of nature’ law when 89% voted 
to make a law recognizing the rights of Orange 
County rivers and streams, along with a right to 

clean water for the residents.
I tried to bring up an amendment after a year 

of discussion at the last Brevard County Charter 
Review Commission in 2015. I asked for an 
amendment for the county’s elected offi  cials to 
be responsible for Clean Water and Clean Air for 
Brevard County’s residents, and I couldn’t even 
get a second to bring it to a vote. 

I have been on 3 Brevard County Charter 
Review Commissions since 1998. They are held 
every 10 years, the last in 2015. The 15 members 
are chosen by the Brevard County Commission 
from their districts, supposedly in a fair and non-
discriminating way set up by the Brevard County 
Charter. I was in disbelief at the fi rst meeting 
where I saw a majority of business, ex-county 
employees, attorneys and other economy think-
ing individuals. I was the only environmentalist 
and the only woman out of 15 members. There 
was only one black person, and according to the 
requirements of the County Charter, there would 
be a fair representative of the people, where it 
defi nitely was not. Fourteen denied my request 
for citizens to have a right to clean air and clean 
water. Draw your own conclusions, but I was 
very annoyed as it was not necessarily a Rights 
of Nature request, but a Human Rights issue.

“Speak up Titusville” is a group of people 
that, after the last 7.2 million gallon sewer spill 
at Sandpoint Park, is trying to follow the lead of 
Orange County to place by petition the “Rights 
of Nature” concept in the Titusville Charter. 
This is being organized by a good mate of mine, 
Titusville resident Michael Myjak. We have sup-
ported each other with various “Good Trouble” 
since the 1990s. Only Titusville voters will be 
able to vote on this amendment, but anyone can 



Patrick J. Coyne, MBA
Financial Planner
321-452-0061

patrick.coyne@raymondjames.com

Investment & Insurance Strategies
Retirement Planning

2395 N. Courtenay Pkwy., Ste. 201 Merritt Island, FL 32953

www.raymondjames.com/patrickcoyne

Individual solutions from independent advisors

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Bishop RoofingBB

Mike Billquist, Owner
(321) 403-1520

bishoproofi ng13@gmail.com
 Insured Lic # CCC1332027

Service Times
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Eucharist
  10:00 AM on Facebook Live 
  www.facebook.com/StPatspsj/
Wednesday: 6:00 PM Eucharist 
Friday: 6:00 PM  Evening prayer

Good Day!, cont.

www.stpatrickspsj.org

Veteran’s Breakfast
Saturday, July 31st, 9:00 AM

All Veterans and Spouses are invited.

July 4th 
HymnFest

and
Cookout.
6:00 PM

Free dinner for First Responders – 
Honoring their sacrifi ce. 

Come Join Us to Celebrate Our 
Heroes!

help with “Our Right to Clean Water Petition at 
https://fl 5.org/right-to-clean-water that we are 
trying to get on the Florida Constitution. 

The Ballot Summary is “Ballot Summary: 
Prohibits pollution of Florida’s waters by recog-
nizing a right to clean water for all Floridians and 
Florida waters, including the Everglades, Florida 
Springs, the Indian River Lagoon, the St. Johns 
River, the Caloosahatchee River, Biscayne Bay, 
Tampa Bay, Pensacola Bay and all other waters 
within the state; provides for local lawmaking to 
protect clean water, and provides for enforcement 
and severability.” 

The Florida Rights of Nature Network 
(FRONN) https://fl 5.org has developed 5 con-
stitutional amendments - FLORIDA RIGHT 
TO CLEAN WATER; FLORIDA WETLANDS 
PROTECTION AMENDMENT; FLORIDA 
TOLL ROAD EXPANSION BAN; FLORIDA 
ICONIC SPECIES PROTECTION; and CAP-
TIVE WILDLIFE HUNTING BAN that helps 
promote the rights of nature, protection of Florida 
species and their habitat, and public health.

Why have I talked about the Charter Review 
Commission and collecting petitions? Those are 
the two ways the County Charter can be changed, 
either by being brought up every 10 years by the  
County Charter Review Commission, where the 
amendment is put on ballot for vote, or by citizens 
collecting signatures on petitions and the County 
Commission putting the amendment on the bal-
lot for vote. Orange County’s amendment was 
brought forward from a Charter Review.

We need anyone and everyone to help by 
collecting petitions, gather signatures or becom-
ing a trained Nature Ambassador. We are all 
responsible. Let us all get behind this to ensure 
its success. We may not have any more chances 
to save our Quality of Life. If we are going to 
survive, we must realize that we can’t do it by 
damaging everything else around us. We have 
to protect our air and water, and enough natural 
areas to protect the other creatures around us. 

This is a non-political issue. This is just com-
mon sense. 

  ~ Maureen Rupe
  rupe32927@earthlink.net

The nicest thing about the future is that 
it always starts tomorrow.

 On Thursday, June 17th, President Biden 
signed a bill to recognize Juneteenth — the 
celebration to commemorate the end of chattel 
slavery in the United States — as a federal holi-
day. Biden’s signature cam after the measure 
cruised through both chambers of Congress ear-
lier the previous week. 

Now that it’s a federal holiday, more people 
should know about the holiday Juneteenth, and 
its signifi cance in American history. Juneteenth 
is not about slaves being freed. It marks the day 
that enslaved Texans had been free for two and 
a half years, and yet had never been informed. 
June 19th marks the offi  cial end of slavery in all 
50 states. If we honor freedom, then we need to 
honor Juneteenth, the day all slaves were truly 
freed.

While Lincoln had signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1862 to free enslaved people in 
Confederate states, it was not until two and a 
half years later that many Black people still held 
in bondage in Texas were told that the order had 
freed them. Texas’ isolation from the rest of 
the country and remote landscape kept Union 
soldiers from enforcing the message as quickly 
there as they had been able to elsewhere.

Lincoln originally only freed slaves in the 
Confederate states, not the Union states. It was 
not until months later with the passage of the 
13th Amendment that slavery was abolished 
on the federal level, not just in states that had 
aligned themselves with the Confederacy.

The fi rst Juneteenth celebrations took place 
on June 19, 1866, making it the oldest known 
celebration signifying the end of slavery. The 
155-year-old holiday began with traditions of 
food, singing, dancing, and spiritual readings. 
Some of the early celebrations included fi re-
works that involved fi lling trees with gunpow-
der and blowing them up. Fortunately, that tra-
dition has ended. Now, it’s still popular to sing, 
dance, and cheer as well as hosting parades.

Juneteenth Is Now A Federal 
Holiday

Today’s Work From Home Tip
Blowing on the wine in your mug will 
help convince the Zoom meeting that 

your tea is hot.
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FRLA Launches Website to Help Fill Florida’s Hospitality Jobs
The Florida Restaurant and Lodging Asso-

ciation (FRLA) announced GreatFloridaJob.
com, a new easy-to-use website for employers 
and job seekers to post and fi nd jobs across all 
levels of Florida’s hospitality industry.

According to the Department of Economic 
Opportunity (DEO), Florida has more than 
460,000 jobs available, including tens of thou-
sands from entry level to managerial in Flori-
da’s hospitality industry. Florida’s hospitality 
industry was devastated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As the travel, tourism, and hospitality 
industries shut down internationally, more than 
934,000 of Florida’s 1.5 million hospitality em-
ployees were furloughed or laid off . As Gover-
nor DeSantis led the nation to re-open Florida 
and jumpstart our economic recovery, Florida’s 
hotels and restaurants are rebounding but still 
facing historic labor shortages.

To assist the industry in getting back to pre-
COVID service and staffi  ng levels and maintain 
Florida’s status as the number one international 
tourism destination, FRLA has advocated for 
policies that will support industry recovery, 
hosted job fairs, and created a task force to help 
identify solutions. Visit GreatFloridaJob.com 
today to get started. The resource is free to job 
seekers and FRLA members. Nonmembers can 
post job vacancies for a nominal fee of $50.

The Florida Restaurant and Lodging Asso-
ciation (FRLA) is Florida’s premier non-profi t 
hospitality industry trade association. FRLA’s 
more than 10,000 members include indepen-
dent hoteliers and restaurateurs, household 
name franchises, theme parks and suppliers. 
The association’s mission is to protect, educate 
and promote Florida’s nearly $112 billion hos-

pitality industry which represents 1.5 million 
employees. 

New Pastor at FUMCPSJ
First United Methodist Church of Port St. John 

welcomes their new Pastor Chris Tabone and his 
wife Carrie, daughters Ella and Kayla. His fi rst 
service is Sunday, July 4th. He is starting with 
a Bible study series “Bible Heroes” discovering  
God’s Chosen. And we will have communion. 

Please come join us as we welcome a new 
family to our area and our new Pastor.   Service 
is at 10 a.m. in person and online at Facebook.
com/fumcpsj.  We are following CDC guidelines.  

Parrish Healthcare is now off ering commu-
nity COVID-19 vaccinations to all members 
of the community ages 12 and older. Vaccina-
tions are being given by appointment only. Ap-
pointments to receive your vaccine can be made 
through our online registration system at:

  vaccine.parrishmed.com.
Vaccines are being administered at the Par-

rish Health and Fitness Center located at 2210 
Cheney Highway, Titusville. At this time, all 
appointments currently available are for either 
the Pfi zer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Any 
individual under the age of 18 must be accom-
panied by an adult at the time of vaccination and 
is only eligible to receive the Pfi zer vaccine.

To register for your COVID-19 vaccination, 
visit vaccine.parrishmed.com or call our CO-
VID-19 vaccine hotline at 321-268-6311.

Parrish Healthcare Is Now 
Vaccinating Community 

Members Ages 12 and Older



For Sale By Owner 
$78,000 

Freshly painted condo in Titusville
Two bedroom two bath ground level, 
green space behind. New tile floors, 
kitchen cabinets and AC unit in 2018. 
Close to schools, shopping, hospital, 
transportation, the Indian River to watch 
the launches or fi sh, and beaches. 
Available July, 2021. 

Call AJ at 321-480-1700.

Summer!
I’m hoping by the time my tap-tapping on 

this keyboard sees the light of day, the good ill-
ness numbers have bypassed the bad and we can 
breathe a tiny bit easier. As with most everyone, 
I have very few friends or relatives who have 
not been touched by this terrible sickness. Please 
know you are not alone and prayers are being 
sent skyward for you.

Summer has sprung!... OK…we in the Sun-
shine State have been living through the state 
living up to it’s name for quite some time now, but 
with the little bit of light at the end of the illness 
tunnel, I believe we can enjoy it just a tad more.

I’m still not comfortable enough in crowds 
to make the trek to the Mouse House or the Fish 
Fortress even though I’ve never been to Aquatica, 

but there’s lots right here in our own back yard 
I can get in trouble with.

I had envisioned my retirement as endless 
days of sleeping until noon, visiting every state 
and writing the next biggest novel. None of which 
has come to fruition as yet and probably not likely 
to any time soon.

Anyone who has blown out more than fi fty 
candles knows the old eyeballs pop open as the 
sun rises and the old bladder will come through 
on its threats if you don’t pop up ASAP. I have 
itineraries and a new set of luggage at the ready 
just waiting for the word. The next biggest novel 
cannot pour from my computer until I actually 
have time to sit down and tap the keys.

But I have learned some of the best places to 
launch a kayak, how to paddle in an almost per-
fect circle to the left, how to lift both paddles up 
and wait for the thing to start going straight and 
begin paddling again... how to apologize to my 
four-legged kayak partner when he gets upset the 
third time he slides into the river as the kayak tips.

It’s my belief that spending a hot Florida day 
fully just enjoying family is the best life has to 
off er, made all the sweeter because it’s been such 
a long time since I felt comfortable being in the 
midst of others who were with others all day.

Winning several great games of Marco-Polo, 
Water Tag and Who Can Actually Climb Onto 
And Stay On The Huge Blow Up Swan in the 

Rose’s Room
~ Rose Padrick 

pool with 15-, 16- and 44 year-olds was just a 
prelude to the hard stuff .

The Who Can Hold Their Breath Longer 
While Swimming Backward and Face Down 
game went to the 9-year-old… but only barely. 
I hope his parents talk to him about cheating by 
lifting his face…and catching Grammy doing 
the same thing.

The 3-year-old mastered the art of the Fake 
Grammy Out By Sitting Quietly For A Minute, 
Then Make A 30 Mile An Hour Dash For The 
Pool the fi rst time, but being a perfectionist re-
peated it three more times.

Our Cannon Ball Contest was a tough one this 
year. The boys lined up on one side of the pool, 
heckling their poor old Grammy and the ‘girls’ 
(ages 37 to 50) fi nished their hamburgers a safe 
distance away.

“You’re going down Grammy!” “We’re bigger 
than you now, you can’t win!” “Give up while 
you can!” was met with…

“I have won every Cannon Ball Contest since 
any of you learned to jump in the pool without 
swimmies. Whenever you feel the urge, you just 
go ahead and jump, the umpire is watching.”

I also just happened to mention that as they 
know their Grammy was getting a tiny bit lon-
ger in the tooth and I hoped I wouldn’t hurt my 
pancake turning arm, as they were cocked and 
ready to leap. I may have also added it would be 
a shame if I forgot my secret for the worlds best 
blueberry and banana pancakes.

Hey…winning is winning!
The well-earned bruises and soreness will 

fade, but I pray the memories never will. I fully 
intend to do my best to earn many more this 
summer, and hope everyone reading this will do 
the same.



 Monthly Tax Update
I’m going to discuss a number of issues this 

month. Starting with last month, I discussed 
the deductible circumstances for S Corporation 
losses and the possibility the loss isn’t deductible 
due to three tax limitation rules: 

The fi rst one, a shareholder has to have stock 
and debt basis, the second is the shareholder has 
to have an investment risk in the corporation and 
known as “at risk” basis, with the third being 
the passive activity loss limitation, where the 
shareholder’s total income may prevent the loss 
deductibility. All three of these limitation rules 
need to be satisfi ed to deduct the loss. 

I’m not going any further in detail, but I 
wanted to reiterate the importance for you. You 
need to discuss your circumstances with your tax 
advisor for accurate tax preparations. 

On another note, I have been alerted to an 
initiative by the Florida Department of Revenue 
to accelerate sales tax audits to increase revenue 
for the state. Upon receipt of the audit notice, 
the auditor is required to begin the audit within 
60 days and complete it within 120 days, unless 
extenuating circumstances prevail. I should also 
make you aware this type of audit is intense and 
covers all aspects of your business. Professional 
representation by an Enrolled Agent, Certifi ed 
Public Accountant, or lawyer is highly recom-
mended. 

The next item I want to discuss is, the Internal 
Revenue Service has sent out notifi cation they 
have resumed collection activities. Beginning 
June 15, 2021, they started following up with 
taxpayers who failed to respond to prior balance 
due notices. Taxpayers who failed to respond to 
the additional letters could be subject to levies or 
tax liens beginning August 15, 2021, according 
to the IRS. This means they will start notifying 
the states to exercise their authority to revoke the 
passports of taxpayers with seriously delinquent 
tax debt, should they fail to pay or make install-
ment payment arrangements by July 15, 2021.

This all stems from over 5 million notices 
mailed to taxpayers who are in arrears in their 
taxes and have not yet made arrangements for 
payment recently. 

Okay, let’s talk about the advance child tax 
credit payments you may have received or are 
about to receive. You have to remember, this 

is an advance child tax credit and will be rec-
onciled on your 2021 Federal tax return. If you 
received these payments, and are not entitled to 
them, you’ll have to pay these payments back. 
Also, the big refund you normally received in 
previous years will be reduced by the amount of 
these payments. 

I know some of us use the refunds as a forced 
savings for vacation or other reasons and again, 
you need to understand your impact with the 
advance payments. 

Last, I hope everyone enjoys the 4th of July 
fi reworks we sponsor, and I thank the Port St. 
John Community Foundation, Inc. members for 
their eff orts making our community one of the 
best to live in. 

This is a very brief overview. Additional 
details and specifi c assistance in applying the 
general information in this article may be attained 
by contacting your tax advisor or our offi  ce. Pro-
vided by Tracey C. Higginbotham, E.A., (321) 
632-5726, a member of the National Society of 
Accountants.

COVID Can’t Stop Pack 359!
Our families are having a blast with summer 

activities. From an outdoor water fun day and an 
upcoming beach cleanup, Pack 359 is doing great 

things for the community. 
Pack 359 is a Cub Scout pack chartered by 

Blessed Sacrament Church in Port St. John.  We 
learn life skills, make friends, and have adven-
tures!  Den meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days of each month during the school year. 

Email us for more information: psjpack359@
gmail.com. facebook.com/psjcubscouts359



Coronavirus Information
www.parrishhealthcare.com/coronavirus
https://fl oridahealthcovid19.gov/ or COVID-19@fl health.gov 
The COVID-19 Call Center is available 24/7 at 1 (866) 779-6121.For up-
dates from the FL Department of Health, text FLCOVID19 to 888-777.

More Vaccine Site Options
As more of the original designated people have received their two doses 

of COVID vaccine, it is now available to people who are 12 or older. But 
where can you get the vaccine? And how?

You can register with the Brevard County Health Department. Brevard 
County Emergency Management is using the Nixle Alert emergency noti-
fi cation system to announce appointment opportunities as they arise, and 
based on supply availability, for COVID-19 vaccinations. Users will re-
ceive the alerts on their mobile phone from the Nixle notifi cation system. 
To register for text alerts, create a new text message on your mobile phone 
to 888777, and in the text message body write Brevardeoc, then hit send.

The Florida Department of Health will provide free, appointment-only 
COVID-19 vaccinations of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Appoint-
ments for COVID-19 vaccinations through Florida Department of Health-
Brevard can now be made online via the Eventbrite platform at the follow-
ing link: https://brevardcovidvaccine.eventbrite.com.

You can visit https://myvaccine.fl .gov/ to register and your place in line 
will be held as more vaccine becomes available. They are using the Mod-
erna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines.

Florida seniors who cannot leave their homes but in need of a COV-
ID-19 vaccine have a new way to sign up for an appointment. Email Home-
boundVaccine@em.myfl orida.com with your name and phone number and 
someone will get back to you about setting up an appointment.

Walgreen’s has limited amounts of COVID vaccine. Visit Walgreens.

com, then log in to your pharmacy account. Don’t have an account? 
No problem. Creating one is quick and easy. Complete a short eligi-
bility screening. If you’re eligible, the site will look for available ap-
pointments in your area. 

For Walmart or Sam’s Club, to check availability and schedule an 
appointment, visit www.walmart.com/COVIDvaccine and www.sam-
sclub.com/covid.

To register for the vaccine from Publix, visit https://www.publix.
com/covid-vaccine/fl orida. The dates that the next round of appoint-
ments are available will be on the site, and the link to apply for them.

To schedule with Winn-Dixie, visit https://www.winndixie.com/
pharmacy/covid-vaccine. Follow the links.

For CVS, visit https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vac-
cine, then click on Florida. A pop-up will give you a link to “Schedule 
an appointment now.” Click it!

With the state having expanded COVID-19 vaccination eligibility, 
Brevard County’s two health care systems—Parrish Healthcare and 
Health First—are collaborating to encourage area residents to be vac-
cinated against COVID-19 and to ensure residents know when, where, 
and how its hospitals are receiving and administering the vaccines.

Appointments can be made online at:
• Parrish Healthcare: vaccine.parrishmed.com
• Health First: HF.org/staywell (Register now for Vaccine Interest 

List and we will reach out to community members directly next week 
to schedule an appointment. Direct scheduling will open Tuesday.)

More information on Brevard hospital systems’ COVID-19 vac-
cination programs can be found by visiting either Parrish Healthcare’s 
web site at parrishhealthcare.com or Health First’s web site at hf.org.

Additional information is also available through the FL Depart-
ment of Health; visit fl oridahealthcovid19.gov.

To make your appointment with Parrish Healthcare, use the QR 
code below:

For more information about public vaccination plans for Brevard, 
call 1.866.779.6121 or email COVID-19@fl health.gov.



Central FL Accordion Club
The Brevard Chapter of the Central Florida 

Accordion Club (CFAC) holds its regular meet-
ing the last Sunday of every month. Members 
and guests are invited to play accordions or 
other instruments. 

Shows are held on the last Sunday of each month, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
at Elks Lodge #1532, 315 Florida Ave., Cocoa. The event is open 
to the public. Admission is free. 

CFAC is a Not-for-Profi t Florida Corporation, and is tax exempt 
under Section 501c4 of the Federal Tax Code. The club is dedicated 
to promoting the visibility and value of the accordion as a multi-
cultural musical instrument in Central Florida. For more informa-
tion, contact Rod Hall, 866-455-2322.

 Building a recovery-friendly workplace with skilled talent is at-
tainable and smart with many social and fi nancial benefi ts.

Join CareerSource Brevard and Jaime Melnicover, NCPRSS 
Director of Operations, the RASE project, for a discussion and op-
portunity to learn more about addiction and the predisposition to 
addiction, the stigmas, and misconceptions of this health crisis, and 
how your business can benefi t from hiring individuals in recovery.

Hear Jaime's story and the stories of others in recovery who suc-
cessfully re-entered the workforce.

The agenda includes:
-  Basic overview of addiction and pre-disposition
-  The stigma and misconceptions about this public health crisis
-  Benefi ts of hiring individuals in recovery from Substance Use 
Disorder
-  Hear personal stories of recovery and re-entry into the workforce

The event will take place on Thursday, July 1st, 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/achieving-a-recovery-
friendly-workplace-tickets-160196458921 and you’ll be able to join 
on Microsoft Teams. 

Medical Reminders for a Hurricane
2021 is predicted to be an active storm season. Be prepared!
Specifi c for 2021, make sure you have face masks and 

protective equipment stored. You may still need to go out 
for gasoline for the generator, make repairs to wind or 
rain damage, or to help friends and family.

Get a 30-day supply of necessary medications! If you 
are taking prescription medications and normally purchase them from your 
local pharmacy, try to have a 30-day supply on hand. This is not as easy as it 
sounds — many insurance companies will not authorize the fi lling of additional 
days or months worth of a medication unless ordered by the state to do so in 
emergency situations, such as natural disasters. 

Make your medication plan now. This plan should include speaking with 
a health insurance representative, pharmacist or your physician about options 
to acquire extra medications, one of which may include paying cash for your 
30-day supply.

The hospital is not a county shelter. County shelters are designated through-
out the county, mostly in elementary schools. The hospital is not a designated 
shelter and does not take evacuees. For more helpful information visit www.
brevardcounty.us/emergencymanagement/preparedness/shelters.

Make shelter arrangements if you are oxygen dependent.



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Sundays at 
5 PM, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:30 PM. 
Women’s AA meets on Thursdays and Fridays, 
10 AM. Both AA Groups meet at St. Patrick’s 
Church, 4797 Curtis Blvd.
Overeaters Anonymous - Due to Covid-19 
we are meeting on Zoom. For meeting times or 
contact info, please visit oaspacecoast.org.
Nar-Anon: Support group for those aff ected by 
someone else’s addiction, meets on Mondays, 
7:00 - 8:00 PM at St. Patrick’s Anglican Church, 
4797 Curtis Blvd. - www.naranonfl .org.
7-3  St. Thomas Day
7-3  PSJ Fireworks Show
7-4  Indepence Day 
7-6 Compassionate Friends Support Group 
meets the fi rst Tuesday of every month at 6 PM 
in Cocoa Beach at the Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection, 525 Minuteman Cswy. west of 
A1A, Fellowship Hall. Call 610-7875 for info. 
7-7 American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 359, 
General Membership Meeting on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month, 6 PM at the Post 
Home, 7260 S. US 1, just north of PSJ. Call 
President Valerie Helmer at 321-268-1632.
7-9 Brevard Women’s Connection meets at 
Space Coast Convention Center (Holiday Inn 
Express) on Hwy. 520 from 11 AM until 1 PM 

on the second Friday of each month. The pro-
gram includes a luncheon plus an inspirational 
speaker. For more information, call Pam at 321-
752-6896 or e-mail bwc0020@gmail.com. 
7-11 Word Weavers Space Coast, a critique 
group for Christian writers, meets the 2nd Sun-
day at 2:00 PM at the Central Brevard Library 
in Cocoa. Visitors are always welcome. Email 
angelagardnerwrites@gmail.com for info.
7-11 Calling all Christian authors! Dynamic 
writers group in Cocoa off ers training, critiques, 
and paid writing opportunities (2nd Sundays 
2-4:30 PM at Cocoa Library). Contact D.P. 
Clarke at 1royaldy@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. Print “Writers Group” in Subject. 
7-11 Multiple Sclerosis Self-Help Group 
meets on the 2nd Sunday each month (except 
Mother’s Day & Nov.), 2 PM, Cocoa Library. 
7-16 PSJ Business Connections Luncheon, 
sponsored by the Titusville Chamber of Com-
merce, meets on the 3rd Friday of the month at 
12:00, PSJ Library on Carole Ave. Call Dennis 
Watkins at 267-3036. 
7-18  Tajj Starts
7-18  Tisha B’av Starts
7-19  Day of Arafat Starts
7-19  Eid al Adha Starts
7-19 Moonport Modelers RC Club meets at 
6:30 PM, 3rd Monday each month at the N. Bre-
vard Library, 2121 S Hopkins Ave., Titusville. 
For more info, call Wayne Mendez, 505-2361. 
7-21 American Legion Post 359 meets at the 
Post Home at 7260 S. US 1 in Bellwood, (2 
miles north of PSJ), 6:00 PM. All Legionnaires 
and new members are welcome. The Post meets 
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Please 
contact the Post at 321-268-1632 for assistance 
with your membership or information. 
7-22  Eid Al Adha Ends
7-27 Moonlight Quilters Guild meets at the 
North Brevard Library in Titusville, 2121 Hop-
kins Ave. on the 4th Tuesday of each month (no 
meeting April or December). Meet and greet 
and refreshments at 6:00 pm, meeting at 6:15 
pm, usually followed by show and tell or a guest 
speaker. Email Moonlight.Quilters@yahoo.
com for more information. 
7-31  Veteran’s Breakfast, 9:00 at St. Patrick’s 
Anglican Church, 4797 Curtis Blvd., PSJ

Important
Phone Numbers

County Commissioner -  264-6750
Sheriff : Non-Emergency -  633-7162
Fire Station 26 (Port St. John) 633-2056
Emergency Operations Center 637-6670
Waste Management -   636-6894
Port St. John Library   633-1867
PSJ Community Center -  633-1904
Florida Power & Light -  723-7795
City of Cocoa Water Dept. -  433-8400
Parrish Medical Center
 Port St. John -   636-9393
 Titusville -   268-6111
Atlantis Elementary School -  633-6143
Challenger 7 Elementary -  636-5801
Enterprise Elementary School 633-3434
Fairglen Elementary School -  631-1993
Space Coast Jr/Sr High School - 638-0750

 Congratulations to:
Emma Grenet turns ൥ on the 1st! Love, Gramma
Allan Woerner turns 28 on the 2nd.
Rick Harmon turns crazier on the 3rd.
Talan Turner turns 14 on the 3rd.
Tyler VanSiclen turns 24 on the 4th.
Lori Ebbensgard turns cuter on the 4th!
Brayden Engelson turns 16 on July 4th.
Chris Fogarty turns wilder on the 6th.
Jim Smith turns 59 on the 6th.
Kim Brown turns more lovely on the 7th.
Denise Brown dances till dawn on the 8th.
Jill Hill turns prettier on the 8th
James Bowen turns cooler on the 8th. 
Brittani Davis turns 26 on the 9th. 
Kelly Messer has a spanking day on the 9th.
Nancy Taylor parties wild on the 10th.
Nick Brown turns buff er on the 10th.
Michael Turner turns 15 on the 10th.
Jonathan Benoff  is a star on the 10th.
Brittany Harmon turns 30 on the 11th. 
Jack LaPorte is the King on the 11th. 
Logan Helms turns 17 on the 13th.
Charlotte Divine turns 4 on the 17th. 
Connor Smith turns 18 on the 19th.
Isabella “Bella” Orvis turns 8 on the 20th!
Eamon Wright has a party day on the 23rd.
J.D. Carnell turns 26 on the 24th.
Savannah Bowen is 23 on the 24th.
Kathy LaPorte is the Queen on the 25th.
Sarah Hannen turns 27 on the 26th.
Sydney McGann turns 17 on the 26th.
Conor Henderson turns 17 on the 26th.
Greg Messer turns grayer on the 26th.
Brett Benoff  rocks on wild on the 27th.
Madi McGann turns 19 on the 28th. 
Roger Brunet Happy B-day on the 29th!! 
Love, Jennifer and Brooke. 
Happy Anniversary to Kari & Marty Grin-
stead on the 1st. 
David & Doreen Erickson celebrate their 
27th on the 2nd.
Jack and Kathy LaPorte celebrate 41 years of 
marriage on the16th. 
Donny Roberts and Linda Carlton celebrate 
their 10th on the 20th.
Lori & Rich Ebbensgard celebrate their 10th 
anniversary on the 23rd.
Tim and Karrson Unrue celebrate their 5th 
wedding anniversary on the 24th.

Email your inputs to happenings1@att.net.



Another Pawesome Pooch 
Contest!

The Patriotic Pooch Parade sponsored by Brig-
dawg’s Pet Supplies had great weather and a lot of 
fun for all the participants. Enjoy the photos!

Results from the Pooch Contest.
 1st Place   Leroy
 2nd Place  Drusilla
 3rd Place   Hera
The event raised $200 for the Port St. John Com-

munity Foundation to be used for the fireworks 
show. Thank you to all who attended and all who 
participated.



Meet your neighbors and stay informed of Events & Community Happenings!
 Canaveral Groves Homeowners Inc.
If you’d like to join and support our Homeowners’ group, just cut out and fi ll out 
this form and mail with a check for $15 to cover the current year’s membership dues. 
Mail to: CGHI, P.O. Box 675, Sharpes, FL 32959

Name_______________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________ May we include your phone number on our membership 
roster to CGHI members? Yes  No

Won’t you join us? Visit www.CanaveralGrovesHOA.com for information

Walter Butler Community Center 
July 2021

Bernice G. Jackson Park, 4201 North US Hwy. 1, Sharpes 
The center is open Monday–Thursday from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., Fridays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 

Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Schedule is subject to change. Call 321-433-4448 for latest information.
MONDAYS – FRIDAYS
Pickleball, 11 am – 2 pm
Open Computer Lab, 11 am – 2 pm & 6  – 8 pm
Kids in Motion, 2 pm – 6 pm
S.T.E.M. Program (3rd to 6th grade), 3– 4 pm
Summer Camp, 7 am – 6 pm
TUESDAYS
Pickleball, 11 am – 2 pm
Open Computer Lab, 11 am – 2 pm & 6 – 8 pm
Kids in Motion, 2 – 6 pm
S.T.E.M. Program (K to 2nd grade), 3 – 4 pm
Zumba, 5:30 – 6:30 pm
Pickleball, 6 – 8 pm
WEDNESDAYS
Pickleball, 11 am – 2 pm
Open Computer Lab, 11 am – 2 pm & 6 – 8 pm
S.T.E.M. Program (3rd to 6th grade), 3 – 4 pm
Volleyball Fundamentals, 5  – 8 pm
THURSDAYS
Pickleball, 11 am – 2 pm
Open Computer Lab, 11 am – 2 pm & 6 – 8 pm
S.T.E.M. Program (K to 2nd grade), 3 – 4 pm
Volleyball Fundamentals, 5 – 8 pm
FRIDAYS
Open Gym, 9 – 11 am
Open Computer Lab 9, am – 2 pm
Pickleball, 11 am – 2 pm
SATURDAY
Open Computer Lab, 10 am – 2 pm
Open Game Room, 10 am – 2 pm
Youth Basketball League, 10 am – 3 pm

Volleyball Fundamentals - Teaching proper 
playing techniques and teamwork. This class 
focuses on teaching beginners how to properly 
bump, set, spike, and more. Classes will be held 
on Wednesdays & Thursdays from 5 pm – 8 pm. 
For more information contact WBCC at (321) 
433-4448.
Seniors In Motion - Seniors in Motion will meet 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am – 1 pm. 
Coff ee and snacks will be provided. Thursdays 
are fi eld trip day. Outings are in county and are 2 
to 3 hours, depending on the outing location(s). 
For more information, call (321) 433-4448.

Kids In Motion - After school program that fo-
cuses on anti-bullying and educational hands on 
projects such as the Choice Program, 4-H club 
and STEM programs, and Kids Art to enhance 
learning. Monday – Friday 2 pm – 6 pm. Program 
cost is $30 weekly. Discounts are available for 
households living in the target area, eligible for 
free or reduced lunch and/or qualifi es for any 
other assistance off ered. For more information, 
contact WBCC at (321 )433-4448.
ZUMBA - Let It Move You! There are a lot of 
ways to lose weight. Some are just more fun. 
Join the ultimate dance-fi tness party that beats a 
boring old workout any day! Classes are Every 
Tuesday, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm. Half the class is 
Zumba Toning, the other half is Zumba. Cost is 
$5 per class or $15 for the month. Adults of all 
ages/fi tness levels are welcome. 
Wear comfortable clothes and sneakers and be 
prepared to dance! Bring a towel and water. For 
more information, call Debbie Kowaleuski at 
(321) 403-6918.
Youth Basketball League - May 1 – June 12, 
ages 6 – 14. Registration now open.  Games 
played Saturdays 8 a.m. through 2 p.m. Player 
Evaluation on April 24, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Regis-
tration $20.  For more information call (321) 
433-4448.
Cornhole - Cornhole on Monday’s 5 p.m. – 8 pm 
For more information, call Dominik Lacasse @ 
(321)433-4448.

Port St. John Public Library 
6500 Carole Ave., Port St. John

Lena Penna, Director
(321) 633-1867

The Port St. John Library 
Is Open

Our new hours are: Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday 9am-5pm. Wednesday 12-8pm 
and Saturdays 10am-2pm. 

All Brevard County libraries will be closed 
Sunday 7/4 and Monday 7/5 for the Independence 
Day holiday.

Meeting rooms are now available for reserva-
tion by calling the library and study rooms are 
open on a fi rst-come-fi rst-served basis. 

Computers are available, and we also off er 
scanning and wireless printing. 
7/1 10am : Kids Storytime on the Lawn! Bring 

a blanket or chair. 
7/8 10am : Storytime on the Lawn
7/10 10am-2pm : 2nd Dose Vaccine Clinic
7/15 10am : Storytime on the Lawn
7/21 6pm : Friends of the Port St John Library 

Membership meeting
7/22 10am : Storytime on the Lawn
7/24 10am-12pm : Port St John Pokemon League 

for all ages
7/29 10am : End of Summer Reading Party! 

Ongoing : Adult and Teen Book Bingo with 
prizes (See Reference). Weekly take-home craft 
bags for kids.

Master Gardener visits are paused for the 
summer.

~ Mary Lena Penna 
Library Director
6500 Carole Ave., Port St. John
(321)633-1867



Various Places Nearby
Like most everyone else, there were many 

times in the past months that I thought it seemed 
like this dark winter would never end, but like 
most others, I have been paying special attention 
to the medical personnel on the airwaves off ering 
hope that just maybe this terrible illness might 
be on the wane. If you have been touched by the 
pandemic in any way, please know you are not 
alone and prayers are being sent out for you.

As anyone who has lived in our great Sunshine 
State for more than fi ve minutes knows, sum-
mer has hit with a vengeance. Hundred-degree 
weather and humidity will be the norm for a 
while, as will afternoon thunderstorms. With the 
kids out of school and many parents working 
from home, we have to be creative to have any 
kind of outdoor entertainment.

We are blessed that our little piece of paradise 
has many places to fully enjoy various water 
sports, swimming and just plain lazing. Every-
thing is close enough that mom or dad could take 
a long morning lunch from work, enjoy the kids 
and have everyone back home before the thunder 
rolls or the boss catches on.

Right here in good old PSJ we have three or 
more parks; Fay Lake Wilderness Park at the west 
end of Fay Blvd. has two playgrounds, pavilions, 
shaded walkways and paths. I’ve heard the fi sh-
ing is pretty good. The dog park is huge, totally 
fenced and small and large dogs are separated. 
I walk the large park several times a week and 
always spot one or more of the small brown 
bunnies, racoons, armadillos, ducks, turtles and 
alligators, even had a deer cross in front of me 
once. I’m getting better at recognizing the various 
trees and bushes, some of which are fruit bearing 
and several are memorial.

Behind the police sub station, Fay Park is 
nicely shaded and has a small pavilion, plenty 

of room, and bushes for a great game of Hide 
and Seek. I heard they may reinstall the little 
playground. There’s also a basketball court, two 
racquetball courts, a hand ball court and tennis 
court. It’s a short walk across the fi eld to the 
baseball fi elds.

Nicole Park - pronouced nickel, like the coin, 
as the offi  cer’s name the park was dedicated to 
-on US1 has a nice playground, pavilions and 
benches that off er some of the best views of the 
river to be found anywhere. There’s a very large 
open fi eld perfect for kite fl ying, and a bathroom.

I have launched my kayak from the PSJ boat 
ramp several times and always see something 
new as I paddle up and down the river. There’s a 
small shallow cove just to the left of the parking 
lot where horseshoe crabs, sting rays and many 
kinds of fi sh gather. Also, a small beach covered 
in tiny sea shells and driftwood. I enjoy putting 
the paddle down, just drifting and watching or let-
ting my four-legged kayak partner splash around.

Not many of us PSJ’ers are not aware we have 
a community pool. It’s on Macco Rd. You have 
to join the HOA and pay a yearly fee, but all of 
PSJ is eligible. The pool is huge, always clean 
and fresh because it is maintained and water 
tested daily. Steps in the shallow end and stairs 
in the deep end give lots of access, and there’s 

an attendant on duty most all day in the summer. 
It’s a great place for birthday parties. Besides the 
pool, there’s a tennis court, horseshoe court, pa-
vilion with BBQ, inside room and bathroom. The 
outside areas stay open until 9 pm. Parents must 
accompany all children and no pets are allowed.

A back yard slip and slide, sprinkler and splash 
pools can also be lifesavers for kids and parents 
alike. A certain house bound Grammy has been 
known to chase a two-year-old down the slip 
and slide, under the sprinklers, jump in the pool, 
have a picnic lunch, put the child down for a nap, 
(lucky kid), and get back to work in time for the 
fi nal computer check-in with the boss.

I invite all of you to give all of the above a try, 
hopefully to fi nd a way to not only survive, but 
enjoy our Flamin’ hot Florida summer.

As always please take only pictures, (sun 
screen, bug repellent), leave only footprints and 
be kind.

Editor’s Note - It’s little known because it’s 
not on any highly used road, but there is also 
Friendship Park on Barclay Drive in the front 
(original) section of Port St. John. It’s not quite 
a full acre, but it has  playground equipment and 
a park bench and no picnic tables nor restrooms. 
The park is located north of Fay Boulevard. Take 
Arabella or Espanol north, then turn on Barclay. 

On the Road With Rose



Canaveral 
Groves SLEEPY

HOLLOW
Fruit From The Groves

Hurricane season is 
here. There are plenty 
of places to get informa-
tion and supplies. Now 
is the time to get ready. 
Make sure that you have 
supplies for 5 days. This 
includes food, water, 

medicines, fi rst aid items for people and pets. 

Know where the shelters are and make plans and 
arrangements now. 

There are times during a storm that emergency 
services can not respond and after a storm they 
can be overwhelmed. Power and internet may 
also be down for an extended period of time. Plan 
ahead for this and see what your neighbors are 
doing to be safe. We all need to help each other. 

There are streets and areas here in the Groves 

that fl ood. Some people only know one way in 
and out of their neighborhood, as it was found 
out in the past. There are also sections that can 
lose access in and out of the area. Now is the 
time to drive around and look at how to get in 
and out of your neighborhood if a roadway is 
blocked or gone. 

Emergency services and other county services 
will get to us as soon as possible. Yards and 
ditches should be cleaned now, NOT when a 
storm is coming. Putting brush and others items 
out as a storm is coming can create a hazard.

There have been some vehicle burglaries, 
and the vehicles may have been left unlocked. I 
hope the items are returned or recovered. Brevard 
County Sheriff  Offi  ce is out here patrolling, doing 
traffi  c control and as always, needs help identify-
ing issues out here in the Groves. So if you see 
something, let them know. It is the only way to 
keep the Groves safe and a low crime rate.

Brevard County Fire and Four Communities 
Fire Dept. have been busy. Remember to yield 
to them and all emergency vehicles when they 
are responding. Do not follow them when they 
pass thinking you can get through traffi  c faster.

   - Ed Silva

Cooking in an Instant
Want to have a fun night out with your sig-

nifi cant other, friends, or co-workers? Join us to 
learn some fun recipes perfect for summer! 

This pressure cooker class is a hands-on expe-
rience, and you get to eat what you made in class! 
Materials are provided and space is limited to 12 
people, one ticket per person. Our class will be 
held on Tuesday, July 13 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the UF/Brevard Extension Offi  ce in Cocoa. 

Register on Eventbrite by July 11 at 8 p.m.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cooking-in-an-

instant-tickets-157053008777
UF/IFAS Extension Brevard
3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa
321-633-1702
https://brevard.ifas.ufl .edu



Call Now for a FREE In Home Estimate!Call Now for a FREE In Home Estimate!
On system replacement or duct cleaningOn system replacement or duct cleaning

Summer Special Summer Special 
Service Call - for New 

Customers Only. Expires September 22, 2021

10% OFF  10% OFF  Duct CleaningDuct Cleaning
for Port St. John residents

Expires September 22, 2021

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Up to $200 OFFUp to $200 OFF
New Complete A/C System Installation for 

Port St. John residents. Expires September 22, 2021

Now Off ering Duct Cleaning And Dryer Vent CleaningNow Off ering Duct Cleaning And Dryer Vent Cleaning
and other Indoor and other Indoor Air Quality Solutions!Air Quality Solutions!

Open 8 am - 8 pm 
7 Days A Week

$20 OFF$20 OFF
Parts on any repair for Port St. John 

customers. Expires September 22, 2021

$39.50
$39.50

Coupons Coupons 
CAN Be CAN Be 

Combined!Combined!

LICENSED * INSURED

Paws for a Sip
Hosted by Tails at the Barkery, bring your pet 

and join Mid Florida Sheltie Rescue at Paws for 
a Sip on Saturday, July 10th at The Wine Lady 
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Cocoa Village. 

Tickets are $25.00 and available for purchase 
at Tails at the Barkery in Cocoa Village. Each 
ticket includes a keepsake wine glass, wine tast-
ing, hors d’oeuvres, and chances to win door 
prizes, raffl  e baskets and a 50/50 drawing.

All proceeds to benefi t Mid Florida Sheltie 
Rescue, a 501(c)3 nonprofi t organization founded 
in 2004, whose mission is to help with the reha-
bilitation, fostering, and placement of homeless 
Shetland Sheepdogs. Many of the Shelties are 
recovering from being neglected, abused or aban-
doned by people they loved. MFSR’s primary 
concern is placing each Sheltie into a loving, 

FUREVER home.
All pets must be on a leash or in appropri-

ate carriers and have current vaccinations and 
county tags for the safety of our animals and 
friends.

Mid Florida Sheltie Rescue
Ph. (407) 719-1219
http://www.midfl sheltierescue.com
Tails at the Barkery
308 Brevard Avenue
Cocoa Village
Ph. (321) 305-4584
http://www.TailsAtTheBarkery.com
The Wine Lady
234 Brevard Avenue
Cocoa Village
Ph. (321) 806-4958
https://www.thewineladycocoa.com

Be Healthy: Grow Your Own 
Food

It doesn't matter if you have a huge yard or just 
a balcony, everyone can grow their own nutritious 
food! Join us to learn how to grow vegetables, cu-
linary herbs, and even fruit crops in our upcoming 
gardening class. 

Be Healthy: Grow Your Own Food is a 4-class 
series beginning on Monday, July 19 (meeting for 
four consecutive Mondays) and ending on August 
9. The cost of the class is just $45.

Register online for the morning or evening class 
on Eventbrite today!

10 a.m. class: https://bit.ly/3sO17Ep
6 p.m. class: https://bit.ly/2S1xIKf
Location: UF/IFAS Extension Brevard
  3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa
321-633-1702, https://brevard.ifas.ufl .edu




